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1 1 . SIGHTING OFTHEINDIAN REDBREASTEDPARAKEETAT ANDHERI

On the evening of December 7, 1997 at

1630 hrs, I was at the residence of a friend at

Andheri (West) Mumbai, when I heard an

unusual call among the calls of the rose ringed

parakeet. On investigation, I found it to be a

parakeet quite unlike any I had seen before. I

watched the bird through my binoculars. With

the help of a field guide, I was able to identify it

as the male of the Indian redbreasted parakeet

Psittacula alexandri.

The bird was perched on top of a tree along

with three other males of the same type. I

observed them for a total of 10 minutes, after

which they flew away. I spotted them again at

about 1730 hrs, flying about in the same region.

They were moving in a group making loud calls.

They flew independent of the rose ringed

parakeets, though there were plenty of the latter

in the region.

These must have been escaped caged birds.

January 5, 1998 LILYN KAMATH
World Wide Fund for Nature - Indict

National Insurance Building,

204 . Dr. D.N. Road,

Mumbai 400 00/. India.
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12. ALBINO MYNA( ACRIDOTHERESTRISTIS) NEARVITA, IN MAHARASHTRA

Near Vita in Sangli dist., Maharashtra, I

saw a nest of the common myna ( Acridotheres

tristis) with two eggs. Both eggs hatched, and

one was a pure albino. Both the chicks were

successfully raised. The beak and legs were

yellow.

A number of insects were successfully

devoured by the albino myna. After fledging, the

entire family flew away to a neighbouring hill

(Sulkai).

September 24, 1998 P.S. SALUNKHE
Department of Zoology'

Sadgunt Gadage Maharaj College,

Karad, Satara Dist. Pin 4/5 103,

Maharashtra, India.

13. BLYTH’S REEDWARBLERACROCEPHALUSDUMETORUMFEEDINGONNECTAR

During my field visit to Ponmudi in Ghats on February 8, 1996, I observed several

Trivandrum forest division of Kerala Western species of birds, namely grey drongo Dicrurus
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leucophaeus, common rosefinch Carpodacus

erythrinus and Blyth’s myna Sturnus

malabaricus blythii feeding on nectar from the

flowers of an Erythrina indica tree, which stood

on the Merchinston Tea estate fence. Interes-

tingly, on close observation, I saw a Blyth’s reed

warbler Acrocephalns dumetorum feeding on

nectar in the same tree. As the bird dipped its

beak inside the flowers for a relatively long time

and raised it up to swallow, it is evident that it

drank nectar. The insectivorous Blyth’s reed

warbler was observed to feed on Salvadora

persica fruits at Point Calimere Wildlife and Bird

Refer

Ali. S. & S.D. Ripley (1983): Handbook of the birds of

India and Pakistan, (compact edition), Oxford

University Press, NewDelhi.

Balasubramanian, P. (1996): Interactions between fruit-

eating birds and bird-dispersed plants in the

Sanctuary (Balasubramanian, 1996). Ali and

Ripley (1983), and Cramp (1992) mentioned only

insects as the food of Blyth’s reed warbler. It is

interesting to note that nectar also forms a food

of this species. Among the plant materials, seeds

of Umbelliferae and Cruciferae and black berry

Rubus were recorded as food (Cramp 1992).

July 13, 1999 S. BALACHANDRAN
Bombay Natural History Society,

Hornbill House,

Shaheed Bhagat Singh Road,

Mumbai 400 023, India.
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14. SHORT-TOEDLARKCALANDRELLACINEREA FEEDINGONPEARLMILLET
PENNISETUMTYPHOIDESIN RAJASTHAN, INDIA.

Short-toed lark is a commonand abundant

winter visitor throughout the northwest desert

and semi-desert portions of India (Ali and Ripley

1986). They are gregarious in winter, preferring

to feed in bare fallow fields in relatively arid

desert tracts, avoiding cropland (Roberts 1992).

On October 3, 1993 while surveying the

avifauna of the Desert National Park, Rajasthan,

near Bama village, just outside the boundary of

the park, I saw a farmer driving away ‘clouds’

of short-toed lark Calandrella cinerea from his

small field of pearl millet Pennisetum typhoides

by beating a metal box. Apparently his efforts to

drive away the birds were unsuccessful, as the birds

were not leaving the field but merely settling some

distance away from the farmer to resume their

feeding activity. On closer investigation, unusual

feeding behaviour was observed.

There were 7-8 large flocks of birds hovering

near the pearl millet panicles. The average height

of the millet plants was about 2 m. The birds

were pecking at the panicles while flying/

hovering to dislodge the grain. After each bout

of pecking activity lasting 5-10 seconds, they

would descend to the ground to feed on fallen

grains. One or two birds were sitting on half bent

stems to pluck grains from the panicles.

Considerable damage was done to the panicles and

a large number of fallen grains were found on the

ground, due to the feeding activity of these birds.

February 23, 1998 HARKIRATS. SANGHA
B-27, Gautam Marg,

Hanuman Nagar,

Jaipur 302 021,

Rajasthan, India.
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